[Cerebrospinal fluid methotrexate level in children treated with medium-high and high doses of the drug].
Concentrations of MTX were determined in the cerebrospinal fluid (csf) and serum after intravenous infusion of MTX at intermediate dose (0.5-1.0 g/m2) and at high dose (5.0 g/m2) to 20 children (33 infusions) with ALL/NHL. The cytotoxic concentrations of MTX in csf (> 1.0 microM/l) were reached in half of the cases after the infusion of MTX at intermediate dose and in all patients after the infusion of 5.0 g/m2. Great inpatient and interpatient variations of MTX concentrations in csf were observed. No statistically significant difference was found between mean systemic clearance of MTX in patients with MTXcsf concentrations > 1.0 microM/l and < 1.0 microM/l after infusion of MTX at intermediate dose.